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In this way, it is the traditional belief of the Jaina-s that letters were all invented by rsabha 
tirthahkara, who then taught it to his daughter Brohmi. And therefore these original letters 
came to be known as “Brahmi" through his daughter. 

The majority of the Tamil-Brahmi cave inscriptions is Jaina in nature, and usually is the 
records of the offerings made by the laity to the monks. It is speculated that the 
Tamil-Brahmi was adopted from Brahmi in the Jaina monasteries circa 3 rd Centure BCE. 




Placement of Vowel Signs 

Tamil-Brahmi shows two distinct variants in the placement of Vowel Signs. 

/ka/ 

/ku/ 

In the former variant, the vowel signs are placed at the edge of the stem of the character 
forming a contiguous shape. In the latter variant, they are placed several units above or 
below, and thereby leaving a portion of the stem to extrude. 

In some cases both the variants are seen within the same inscription. 

Mahadevan had normalized some vowel signs along the edge and others above/beneath the 
edge. (Perhaps, it was based upon on the relative frequency of the positions) 

However, it was decided to create two separate fonts for each of those two variants. 

Adinatha places the vowel signs along the edge. 

The other position for the vowel signs will be released as a separate font variant. 

Vowel sign /o/ 

The vowel sign for /o/ is composite consisting of /e/ and /a/. There are three possible ways 
of forming a syllable with /o/ depending on the relative position of the two vowel signs. 

/ko/ 

The first variant with /e/ sign below the /a/ sign was chosen to be the standard. Because, it 
was more imitative of the current Qoit sign.[Cognitively, the current Q<sn is analyzed as <5 

+ Qo + On]. Mahadevan chose the second variant. The third variant occurs mostly in late 
Tamil-Brahmi. 

We are considering the possibility of enabling tuned fonts such as in SIL, where the font 
features can be tuned and selected based on the user's needs. So that the user may choose 
the necessary orientation of/o/ based on his needs. 


f -F -F 




Reconstructions 


As expected, the entire varnamala a.k.a neduhkanakku of the Tamil alphabet is not attested 
in the epigraphs. Several letters do not make an appearance in the epigraphs. In order to 
round off the support to all the letters and subsequently support the transliteration of 
modern Tamil Script to Tamil-Brahmi script, we have made the following reconstructions. 

CT /e/ and /o/ 

Among the short vowels, CT /e/ & /o/ deserve special mention. Of all the vowels, these 

two inherited the concept of Puki (Dot Virama) akin to the consonants. The use of distinct 
letters for CT /e/ <57/e/ & <op /o/ ^ /o/ and their dependant vowel signs Qo G>0 & 

QoGk ;>n is fairly a recent innovation just three centuries old. Before this, they were to be 
just differentiated using the Pudi. [Though grammatically mandated, the de facto practice 
was not to differentiate at all and realize the length through context] 

(TT 6T 6jj) 

QtS QtS Qtsrr Qasn 


This behavior is actually inherited from Tamil-Brahmi (via Vattejuttu). Brahmi was originally 
intended for the Prakrit languages, which phonemically lacked short /e/ and short /o/. 

When the Brahmi letters were adapted for Old Tamil, it didn't have any of these letters in its 
character repository. 

So, to represent these short vowels which had phonemic quality in Tamil, the Pudi was 
adapted as an ad-hoc reducer with the corresponding long vowels. The short vowels went 
being actually derived from the long vowels rather than vice versa. 

Among the Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions /e/ and /o/ is attested only in late Tamil-Brahmi (after 
PuNi was adapted) with two inscriptions currently available. 

The Independent letter short /e/ is attested in Arachalur inscription [Mahadevan's Corpus 
Inscription: 85] and also in a coin legend. The corresponding vowel sign is unattested. 

In a similar way, only the dependent vowel sign for short /o/ is attested in Kudimiyamalai 
inscription [Corpus Inscription: 77]. The PuNi is placed to the left in line with the /e/ 
component of the composite /o/ sign. However, the corresponding independent vowel sign 
is unattested. 
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Based on the placement of PuNi in Kudimiyamalai, we have reconstructed the dependant 
vowel sign /e/ and the Independent vowel sign /o/ as below: 



ke 


o 


There are several other reconstructions possible, if we are to back-trace the early Vattefuttu 
forms to Tamil-Brahmi. They are planned to be released as different font variants in the 
near future. 



The Independent vowel sign /ai/ is not attested in Tamil-Brahmi at all. The earliest 
attestation of the independent vowel appears in early Vattejuttu at Thirunatharkunru 
[Corpus Inscription: 116], shaped like a Trident. However /ai/ as a dependent vowel sign 
does appear in Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions in syllables such as kai, tai etc. 

This letter has been reconstructed from the corresponding Mauryan Brahmi character. 



6^6TT au 

/au/ is attested neither in the independent form nor as a dependant vowel sign. 
As with /ai/, the forms have been reconstructed from Mauryan Brahmi as well. 




au 


kau 


o°o Aytam 

Aytam is unattested in epigraphic inscriptions until as late as 8 th century CE. The earliest 


attestation is from an inscription by Nandivarman circa 753 CE. The sign (an apparent 
derivation from the Visarga sign) is represented as an upwards curve with a dot above and 
below. 

Aytam again appears in the Vatteiuttu inscription of Varaguna II circa 874 CE. The character 
is shaped like a modern division sign -r. 

The form from Varaguna's inscription has been used to reconstruct the Aytam [by virtue of 
Vattefuttu being a direct descendant of Tamil-Brahmi]. Though it is entirely anachronistic to 
borrow a character which is attested eight centuries later in an all together different script 
(albeit a descendant), it was necessary to represent this character to transliterate modern 
Tamil to Tamil-Brahmi. 



It is to be noted that Siromoney (1970) also adapted the same character during the 
reconstruction of Tirukkura! in Tamil-Brahmi. 


Consonant-Vowels 


Expectedly, all of the stereotypical 12 x 18 possible combinations are not attested in the 
inscriptions. The entire exotic fill /ha/ and (6Tj /na/ series is missing and there are several 
lacunas in the other commonly used consonant series as well. They have been 
reconstructed by studying the general placement pattern for the vowel signs and also the 
vowel sign placement for the same characters in Mauryan Brahmi. 

For Instance, for /na/ and /ta/ the attested vowel signs are positioned at the center due to 
their shape. Based on this, the vowel signs for /ha/ have also been reconstructed by placing 
them at the center. 




E 


ta 


na 


na 


See: Table 7.2 of Early Tamil Epigraphy for the distribution of the consonant-vowels in early 
Tamil inscriptions. 


Addendum Consonants 


Among the Tamil addendum consonants list, the voiced aspirated dental plosive a) 4 /dha/ 
and the fricatives an) /ha/, UU /sa/, GTU /sa/occur in Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions. 

The other characters go /]/, a^ /s/ though not attested have been reconstructed to 
complete the set. As like earlier, they have been directly adapted from Mauryan Brahmi. 

E b 

ja 


sa 
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Normalized Glyph Set 
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Consonant-Vowels 
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Adinatha Tamil Brahmi - Code Points 


Code Point 

Character 

Name 

U+11002 



BRAHMI SIGN VISARGA 

U+11005 

L 

1 

BRAHMI LETTER A 

U+11006 

L 

r 

BRAHMI LETTER AA 

U+11007 


• 

BRAHMI LETTER 1 

U+11008 

• 

i- 

BRAHMI LETTER II 

U+11009 

l 


BRAHMI LETTER U 

U+1100A 

l 


BRAHMI LETTER UU 

U+1100F 

D 

> 

BRAHMI LETTER E 

U+11010 

1 

> 

BRAHMI LETTER Al 

U+11011 

1 

BRAHMI LETTER 0 

U+11012 


BRAHMI LETTER AU 

U+11013 

+ 

BRAHMI LETTER KA 

U+11017 

[ 


BRAHMI LETTER NGA 

U+11018 

C 

] 

BRAHMI LETTER CA 

U+1101A 

! 


BRAHMI LETTER JA 

U+1101C 

li 

BRAHMI LETTER NYA 

U+1101D 

C 

BRAHMI LETTER TTA 

U+11021 

I 

BRAHMI LETTER NNA 

U+11022 

A 

BRAHMI LETTER TA 

U+11025 

[ 

) 

BRAHMI LETTER DHA 

U+11026 

1 

BRAHMI LETTER NA 

U+11027 

l 

j 

BRAHMI LETTER PA 

U+1102B 

t 

j 

BRAHMI LETTER MA 

U+1102C 

Jb 

BRAHMI LETTER YA 

U+1102D 



BRAHMI LETTER RA 






























U+1102E 

■d 

BRAHMI LETTER LA 

U+1102F 

A 

BRAHMI LETTER VA 

U+11030 

A 

BRAHMI LETTER SHA 

U+11031 

CT 

BRAHMI LETTER SSA 

U+11032 

rli 

BRAHMI LETTER SA 

U+11033 

u- 

BRAHMI LETTER HA 

U+11034 

xl-i 

BRAHMI LETTER LLA 

U+11035 


BRAHMI LETTER OLD TAMIL LLLA 

U+11036 


BRAHMI LETTER OLD TAMIL RRA 

U+11037 

n 

BRAHMI LETTER OLD TAMIL NNNA 

U+11038 

• •• “ 

• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN AA 

U+1103A 

• •• J 
• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN 1 

U+1103B 

... -U 
• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN II 

U+1103C 

• •• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• •• — 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN U 

U+1103D 

• •• 

• • 

• • 

*•••* — 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN UU 

U+11042 

“ ••• 

• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN E 

U+11043 

— ••• 

• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN Al 

U+11044 

“ ••• “ 

• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN 0 

U+11045 

— ••• “ 

• • 

• • 

*•••* 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN AU 

U+11046 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• •• 

BRAHMI VIRAMA 


U+1100F 

U+11046 

> 

Tamil-Brahmi Short /e/ 

U+11011 

U+11046 

T 

Tamil-Brahmi Short /o/ 

U+11042 

U+11046 

— ... 

• • 

• • 

•...* 

Tamil-Brahmi Vowel Sign Short /e/ 

U+11044 

U+110466 

— ... - 
• • 

• • 

*•••* 

Tamil-Brahmi Vowel Sign Short /o/ 
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Libre Office 





File Edit View Insert Format Table Tools Window Help 


X 

j E - B H 0 Sh* ’•;| 5 T □ • A + ■ 

s □ • r #tsi i & @ , 


: 5! Default |»| Adinatha Tamil Brahmi [» 24 |»| 

A A A igi H 0’* BD0B a -m • . 


■- i ■ X • 

•5 • . • 6^ ■ • 7 ■; -8 • -9 • 10- • 11; • 12 - 13 ^14 • 15- ■ 16; • ■ 18 • ■ • | 

* 



Worldpad 


& World Pad 
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ttXlAI- G-drfliA Atf ?' 


dcT+iJiAA AT-d^t i±ALL+ 

ticuc: +icudi 

dbidl Idl JCTdJLAI f-Jidi 
dT±AAI + T1ALJ 

: -ax_o- iDii^aAjlu- u ami 











































































Keyboard 


Inscript keyboard has been included for NHM Writer. 

They can be used to directly input Tamil-Brahmi in any Unicode supported application. 

Inscript follows the usual layout for Tamil, with two additional characters - /dha/ and /sa/ 
being added at 'O' and 'M' respectively. 

Download Link 

http://software.nhm.in/products/writer 

Usage Manual for NHM Writer 

http://www.virtualvinodh.com/downloads/124-using-nhm-writer 

Installing new keyboards in NHM Writer 

http://www.virtualvinodh.com/downloads/123-installing-nhm-keyboard 

NHM Writer has some limitations in supporting multiple keystrokes mapping for SMP code points. 
Hence it was not possible to create Phonetic and Tamil99 Keyboards. 

Conversion 


The Online converter Aksharamukha can be used to convert any existing Tamil text to Tamil- 
Brahmi Unicode. 

http://www.virtualvinodh.com/aksharamukha 

http://www.virtualvinodh.com/tamil-brahmi-lipi 

Reset Clear Aksharamukha -Asian Script Converter ■ Aksharamukha 

Source: Tamil » Target: Tamil-Brahmi ▼ Preserve Sou-ce ” ■ No Diacritics r 

Tamil Input: Enable Transcription f - 

Click here to convert entire Website 

(516061)60 Qs(L£jBSj g(§lujl6!n65r UJ6ffl<jSj 
<S(60£l6b Ou(j5lhl@6TOIgffJ ^yglglLUWr 

l-JW T? ±A IXuGl AiUAl 
HVfV UE-tlA/L if/C -CL-C 

| Convert | . Font Size : 32 » Source Font: Target Font: 


















Character Mapping & Input 


To view the character mapping for the font, use BabelMap. Character Map in windows does 
not support any of the newly added scripts in Unicode. 

http://www.babelstone.co.uk/software/babelmap.html 



This application can be used to input the Brahmi characters directly using the code chart. 



















































































































Issues with OpenType 


Adinatha works in all Graphite enabled applications. However, there may be some issues 
that could arise with OT enabled applications such as Microsoft Office, and other 
applications running in Windows. In case of incorrect rendering, the vowel signs do not fuse 
with the base consonant, and are displayed stand alone. 

Correct Rendering: 



Faulty Rendering: 



Minimum Requirements 

• Microsoft Windows 7 

• Microsoft Office 2010 

MS Office 2007 

MS Office 2007 under Windows 7 requires the replacement of the USP10.dll. 

Please follow the below instructions: 

1) Go to Windows/System32 and copy the USP10.dll file. 

2) Go to Microsoft Office/Office 12 and paste the USP10.dll replacing the file already 
present in the folder. Please take a back of the file being replaced beforehand. 

Now, Tamil-Brahmi must be rendered without any issues. 

Older Versions of Windows 


Uniscribe version 1.626.7601.17514, which is the default version of Windows 7 SP1 is 
required for proper rendering of Unicode Brahmi. These older versions of Uniscribe do not 
seem to support SMP code points. 



Sample Texts 


■f i 

•iV'Wc'-frRiA^^c'-t £ 


d'|-vDD'LKuu 


Mangulam Inscription No.: 2 




■fijjiiArtrjj-tai: 
DtrHI-XlChcT^Xf^-J'+i! 
• I -uR'hd'C+.CAlXd, 

a- 1-Jx-Lfijj 


Actual Reading 


& msffif] lu W) rn5<93 rrsnSl ifl uj got 
<93 4 ld rr ld ff <§3 uG fB ^(srjffrrySl uj rrGMGW ugd rr<$ rrGOT 
ff er iT^ff rTi^ffi rrGOT^ rr|B uj <? rrk|.<s rrGOT 

GffFFUjrruiTGrrluj 


kaniyananatasiriyakuana 

dhamamaltanetinacajjyanasalakan 

Tlanacatikanatanataiyacatikana 

celyapajiya 

(Tamil Brahmi I - Notation) 


Intended Reading 

ffiGffif) ILI-JSJS^<SnSl ifl LLl -GOT 

(ii)) m Lb - ff^ rr-Q fg uj got- eri) rrGOSGOT 

^ |B(SID^ UJ -5= 

-u(<STT)<o[fllLJ 


kaniy-nantasiriy-kuan 

dha(m)mam-Tta-netinca]jyan-salakan 

Nancatikan-tantaiy-catikan 

ceiya-pa(j)!iy 



Jambai Inscription No.: 59 

Actual Reading 

rix JMaX l Liictritrhd J -1 xxu 

cru^l lu i_| (£<93 n^l^l ljj p G jb @ ld nrs^sn (OT,<fl u msifl [ 1 ] 

satiyaputoatiyananetumananciitatapal.i 

(Tamil Brahmi II- Notation) 


Intended Reading 

STD<!§ LU l_| Q> ff) H- <3\ £§ILIJ5 - Q J5 @ LD IT rf) - (0<fl - FT<$<93 - U ( QT ) <offl 

satiyaput6-atiyan-netuman-anci-Ttta-pa(!)!i 


[1] This is an archaic TB I type spelling for the word pa.li 



AL+-t£lJi ^l0«@(DSTr 

9+1 UA-d ^A'A-d'-dH' 9"X 
b+AJ:• bAA"A L-d+. 

+AAAXKJ' 9-JL bX£X"+-d' A-dAAX' 

XAA-+, AM' >XX'. 

b-di-tra i>+x-x- trie ai-xxi- 
X-dtTa iCAi 3 *' Al'. 

AICA-J- AICTd: -iAXC a-±AI++ 

xiqj-: -cbi: -j. 

: -L-uhai-: lAixb- ar: hax- 

-CL-1+.ai- b+nrxxr tree 

■xAAX-d- maaaax- tidiXi’ im 

lAXX'AI' ICAi®" Al'. 

AH++A+I : -d--d'x x- x-L+,ai±xi++-d--d\j- 

bX++A t] LTAA-d- 9(X. 

9AAP 9XAIX' X-L+,ai±XI + i-d-d'-d' 
bAA^ llA-d' sa. 

+-d;-d- ilaxx- +itr-dA oi+iaaj:- 

A-dn AIE+A Ail 

bAAb 'LLE+C-d' X±/U>|- XXXI' 

: • w near xr. 



XxI'+bCdid ’ Q^rrcbffirTULSlujLb 


dAblACiA IU' #lpuL|uurru51ijLb 

AC AE+CU- AA' -tur 
tfACA 

Atf P -tSLU- 1 -J- L-J+AA. 

Amu- ajiiWiU- iaJjL ma-l/j:- 

J-J'-OU- t-LAU- iCd- 5 

3 AAU>: -m cTiiuL A-jaac 
UAA. AA' +IC U^bbC l>llb 
U-JU- A-tAAA -C++ NA LAAxI' 
AoJU' AL ALAA- blCAA' NAAAA. 
NAU' +1 AAA" AA'UA UA£A 10 
NAEACC tfcTAA ME-J- ALA AfAA. 
UAE-F UltiA’ »?AA. UA +CC 
UxI'A 1\- AlbbA" MAW AAAA 
A-J--FLUA- OAA AA' 'LAI" AAAb 

b-J' b+i^' lAAA bCTUAA. 15 



I>?AAX-FIU' <or(Lp^^l«mjLb 


i. 4.-J- uiu rpQ)LDIJL| 


»?AA. [>mcb 
9+IU' UA-lT 

JHH: *5L5Ji UbL^A. t>_C U 
dTlA. AW blC_C' y_C*5L H-dE+Cl. 
9AXU', 

Hr^^uL-uT+IH- +^JnJ+IU' 

M-JbAU- WS. 


Ubb^iUb’ I>i?AA_ XI_C*_C. 2 

9A£5LA 

9: L 

> t o_c_qy 9b Gxi' >±^y- 

ir 9^b: -a++u- -y-s/AA. o_cb. 3 

11 i>_c_qy ^b Gxi' >?u- 

• 11- 9-Jib: -at+b- IG-Cf A A. I>J2b. 4 

U 9-Jib; -aAA-j' ir >?aa. : 5 

ICCU' lJ.cn- 9A 9-JibCJl 

■ULC >?LA-d‘ OH'UJM' b-JAl-. 6 

+i: •■y id »n 9AA yAXi 

JXCXr LIlJiXI- +IC 9-51. 7 



i+i: -5L5Jbb 

L_C*_Q- WAW LJll-H m. 8 

++I: -5L5Jbb 

LXii aw m »_e vru. 9 

"djyic: -flnfiJiu- Lite: jl-j- xn. io 

min- m »_e m. ii 

94 : -Ji-j- 1 -JiWJ- >i ye-n. 12 

m 9-diU +^+^J' y+iy lcaa 

: -ajic_c* 9L+y 'Ai^y -f-j. 13 

LG T»5L LtU LL tt+yu. 14 

ujbjtj:-: -JLA+ lhtJVjlc i-oinJ-. 15 

hi t+iaa. : -oahu- 9*n. is 

U^jh;: >-j-iT mw* 

LL LL 9 -+ 9+l'VC LJLl'AA-JU' 

>1 LJlTC LL<|> XriA. LJLl'AA-JU' 

9\Jt!l': -JL-J LJ+AA-J' 9"A. 17 

min- Lifil- X.C-5L I-JOi. 18 

A-J'-UiPAA. 0_C'L + d C A L A. 19 

"b-d Stf AA. H'L C + I1UI. 20 

: -CL? AA. O+t JLI -J 4 ? ik 21 

9b- U 9-SLb- 4?E+: JL-J' ULE++' 

JdJLU'LIJL++ LC_C-i3 'Ar+b' +il 22 

c a tJ t+ 1 >rjjj- Jt+tj; y_c-_ci- 

+ d L I>_C_Cd' u D>i?AA_ LfiL. 23 



HAAA-di, 

■d ^--FH- UH'ill- JL AAU- AH'AU'. 24 

Oiiiun w u-d^ unni- 

AU'AU': d+¥ '1AAH I-JJ,. 25 

HAAA-ifc, 

i n-nn- un-Hi- 

+ d In b U JL A >?U' LfJL 26 

TilUA OHH U- 1,-iU UHHI- 

n-+n- haa-j- au 'iaah-a. 21 

u-nn- u-d^-j; un- aaau- ah-au-. 28 

jj 1 ? i>nnu- ItHiH uh-hi- 

UA-d' it-t l>i?AA_ C+I'¥C AH-AU-. 29 
AUH Ht3 <jd.CH- l>-d-iT »?A/JJ- 
AU- UH- AU- AULU-1 ? M-JE+CdL. 30 

9: • L HU- UH-AU- <jcc. 31 

$\>\m uh-au- An-. 32 

H-diU: -AHA LHl AA-dU" TAA: -5 XC-dU - 

LtJi on 'vn : -d-nc XaIjl 

lIUHn- UAJL l>ntdJ>|- taJAl-. 33 
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varnatano'mrtavarne niyatam 
anirvarnite'pi yoglndraih | 
nirnltikaranadure varnayiturh 
devi dehi samarthyam | | 

(Oh Vagishvari), whose form is composed of 
letters, who is imperishable, who is ever 
unfathomable even by the greatest Yogi-s; 
Who is beyond definition! 

Give me the capacity to describe. 


- Vagisvari Stotra 


he'harh devi namaste 
sa me prayacchatu guna augham | | 
sarve sattva visistasiddhirh 
pradadatu sarvakarya | 
nityarh ca raksatu mam 
sarvansattvarhsca satrumadhye | ) 


I bow down to this goddess [Sarasvati] 
May she grant me an exalted heap of virtue; 
May she grant success in every venture 
May she always protect me 
In the midst of my enemies; 



-- Suvarnaprabhaso Sutra 









